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l One Platoon

The year was off to a predictably frustrating start
with a large intake of bright eyed, bushy tailed kids,
including our brand spanking new boss, ‘LT KENNY
“KOALA™. Our first pleasure cruise saw us hitting
the trail in beautiful scenic Tully, where everyone
saw just how little they knew. Although not offi-
cially recognised it is rumoured that a certain
platoon did attempt to cross a swollen, flooded
creek when withdrawing from a mortar attack ona
captured position.

While on this subject, lets thank our lucky stars that
our packs made convenient floaties.

Recreational activities, namely the Tully Gully proved
to be a considerable source of amusement and it
was during a memorable incident with skulls x
spoons that PTE Jago laid the last few cobblestones
inthe road that led to his dubious reputation as ‘the
legend’

Mil Skills arrived much to the joy of everyone con-
cerned, Mil Skills left, need we say more.

While still on skillful subjects, Ex Maxi Beagle was
a memorable time in the jungle for 1 Platoon.

Swift Eagle was also a pleasant activity for the
members of 1 Platoon who were chosen to be
civilians for the exercise. This involved playing the
role of evacuees and doing what civilians normally
do. The boys enjoyed their stay courtesy of the
HMAS TOBRUK and games of volleyball were
enjoyed by all. 1 Platoon gratefully acknowledges
the sympathy extended by other platoons concern-
ing any discomfort they may have suffered.

June saw the boys of 2 Section cruising off to Tully
again under the watchful eye of CPL DARCY to act
asenemy. This proved to be quite an enjoyable 10
weeks and no-one was totally eager to retun to
Townsville, but when your hardened, super fit, and
razor keen like the men of 2 Section you can handle
anything. LIFE GOES ON AND SO DOES 1 PLA-
TOON.
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' Two Platoon

2 Platoon again set the pace for Alpha Company in
1990, setting the example and leading the rest,
“generally” in the right direction.

Notable occasions abound and some of these include:

a.A “sort of” memorable stretcher carry through the
weeds of Tully when we found LCPL Shelton fibu-
lating on the ground from the effects of Gympie.

b."PTE Blue, I'm always in trouble Haynes" fibulating
on the ground after completing gas training.

c."PTEI'm a barrel of fitness Bateman”, fibulating on
the ground after some character building battle PT.

d.Some of the keener platoon members actively
helping the mortician during a visit to the morgue.
e."CPL my section doesn't need rescuing by 1RAR
but needs to drink itself into oblivion Price” on Phase
1 of Ex Maxi Beagle as civilian evacuees.

Personalities also abound and next year we would like
to see the following:

a.PTE Blue Haynes stay out of trouble;

b.PTE Darrell own a car for more than a week without
making close personal inspections of light poles; and

¢.PTE Swain complete an exercise, any exercise!

Best wishes to all those that have left the platoon over
the course of the year, including:

SGT Murphy

CPL Strahan

CPL Johnson

LCPL Edelman

PTE Bimey

PTE Bateman

PTE Schieber

PTE King

PTE Howard

PTE Grant

PTE Farrell

To all those who continue the fight, remember the
following: a.A 7.62 Ballistic overmatch against your
enemies is the preferred option and don't go jack on
your mates by getting yourself shot.
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[Three Platoon

oon kicked off the year of 1990 at Tully. A
trip for all the ‘lids’ who just arrived. Not
commendable happened but we must pay
liments to the 8 Sect Ambushzzzzzz! The
show on the agenda was Ex Get Hard. PTE
ins, holding his reputation fell asleep during
short break on patrol and was left behind, but
to find himself a day later bagged and gagged
front of the Company with ared face (well done
0). 7 Sect excelled again becoming lost in
jungle on the last night.

Whe next exercise of the year was “Mil Skills”.
Mot much on that exercise except for B Coy Night
MNav Stand. 1will comment for the rest of 3PL.
“Get None”.

The month of April was the best of all exercises,
“Ex Standdown”. We were back into it again full
of stale beer when we hit Blue Water in mid May.
Back from Blue Water and we were straight into
SPE training — great week.

Next on the programme was air training week.
Not bad, especially for the blokes who had never
been in a Blackhawk before. Even though the
2IC acting OC thought he'd be “warri” and get us
to dig in. (Good one Sir).

The next big thing on the list was Battalion
Birthday week. Great week to square away the
drill and enjoy the events. Then there were the
two big one's for the year. Maxi Beagle and Swift
Eagle. Maxi Beagle was the first of the two, not
a bad exercise, but not for John Balderston who
was bitten by a snake, and PTE McBurnie who
cried for a week when he realised he had been
bitten by a rat not a snake. A few more weeks
down the track we had Swift Eagle.

It started in the jungle where inactivity abounded
for a day or two then crack bang it all happened
at once. Poor old PTE Stocks lost his ‘66" and so
decided to carry it around everywhere he went
after the exercise until Standdown.

Then we were at High Range digging in at every
5 min durry break and to hear a furphy that
walking home was looking good. Anyway after
a great live fire demo we were off on our walk
home. Anyway it was eventually over and
Standdown came. After Standdown we took to
Hinchenbrook Island for adventure training. Not
bad except for the Mossies and burglars.

The year is ended and we made it. Well done 3
Platoon.
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